
‘Our Pets’ Knowledge Mat 
Subject Specific Vocabulary  Exciting Books  

  Different animals have different needs for      surviv-

al. This means that different animals can be found in 

different habitats.  

 Animals can be sorted into different groups. Even 

though animals in these groups may look very different 

they have some key features in        common. 

 When we have animals as pets we are            respon-

sible for taking care of their needs. This can include 

food, exercise and shelter.  

 

Habitat A place where an animal likes to live. 

Carnivore An animal that only eats meat. and doesn’t eat 

plants. 

Herbivore An animal that doesn't eat meat, only plants. 

Omnivore An animal that eats meat and plants. 

Invertebrate An animal that is cold blooded, has no fur or 

feathers and doesn’t have a backbone. 

Mammal An animal that is warm blooded, has no feathers, 

sometimes has fur and gives their babies milk.  

Bird An animal that is warm blooded, has feathers 

but no fur and lays eggs. 

Reptile An animal that is cold blooded, has no feathers 

or fur, has scales, has dry skin and lays eggs.  

Amphibian An animal that is cold blooded, has no fur or 

feathers, has sticky skin and can breathe in wa-

ter.  



By the end of this unit children should know:  

 Know the names of some common invertebrates that can be found in the school grounds and gardens.  

 Know that animals have different diets and these can be describes using the vocabulary carnivores,    herbivores and omni-

vores.  

 Know some examples of animals from each of the groups: invertebrates, reptiles, mammals, birds, amphibians.   

Pupils should know that different animals can be found in different locations because of their preferences for food and their other 

basic needs.   

Pupils should know that animals can be divided up into different group. They should be able to name some        features of each of 

these groups and be able to give examples of animal from each of these groups.  

Pupils should know that we are responsible for taking care of our pets needs. They should be able to talk about some ways that 

people take care of their pets including their own pets if they have any.   
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