
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Our geography curriculum is designed to develop children’s curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain 
with  

them for the rest of their lives. At Sacred Heart, we aim to nurture our future geographers and equip them with the knowledge they will 
need to become mindful citizens of the world. 

 
Children investigate a range of places – both in Britain and the wider world – to help develop their knowledge and understanding of 

the Earth’s physical and human processes. We are committed to providing children with opportunities to investigate and make 
enquiries about their local area of Hemsworth and Yorkshire so that they can develop of real sense of who they are, their heritage and 

what makes our local area unique and special. Through educational visits, we aim to bring learning to life and give children 
experiences to inspire their interest in Geography and lifelong learning. 

“Geography brings us all down to Earth. It gives other subjects a sense of place. 

We create our geography, and yet we are affected by geography.  

Geography… it's a world thing." 

Terry Portch 
 

 

 

 

      Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School 
Geography Long Term Plan 

      Striving for a successful future with Christ as our example.  
As geographers, we are… 

Loving Committed Ambitious Resilient Collaborative Curious   



EYFS/Y1 

EYFS: In the Foundation Stage, children will develop an understanding of geography through the broad area ‘Understanding the World’. In these 
early stages of school, the children will develop a love of learning about the world around them. Children will be given opportunities to explore 
and ask questions. 
 
Geographical map skills for Year 1: 
 
Year 1: Using maps 
Use a simple picture map to move around the school 
Use relative vocabulary such as bigger, smaller, like, dislike 
Use directional language such as near and far, up and down, left and right, forwards and backwards 
 
Year 1: Map knowledge 
Locate and name on a world map and globe the seven continents and five oceans. 
 
Year 1: Making maps 
Draw basic maps, including appropriate symbols and pictures to represent places or features.  
Use photographs and maps to identify features. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EYFS/Y1 Autumn Term 
The Great Outdoors & Where we Live 

Focus: Place knowledge 

EYFS/Y1 Spring Term  
What a Wonderful World 

Focus: Locational Knowledge 

EYFS/Y1 Summer Term 
 Australia 

Focus: Place knowledge 

30 – 50 months: 

 Pupils will comment and asks questions about 
aspects of their familiar world such as the 
place where they live or the natural world. 

40 - 60 months: 

 Pupils look closely at similarities, differences, 
patterns and change 

 

30 – 50 months: 
 Can talk about some of the things they 

have observed such as plants, animals, 
natural and found objects. 

 Developing an understanding of growth, 
decay and changes over time.  

  Shows care and concern for living things 
and the environment. 

 Talks about why things happen and how 
things work.  

40 - 60 months: 

 Pupils look closely at similarities, 
differences, patterns and change 

ELG: They make observations of animals and 

plants and explain why some things occur, and 
talk about changes 

 

40 - 60 months: 

 Pupils look closely at similarities, 
differences, patterns and change 

 
ELG: Children know about similarities and 

differences in relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things. They talk about the 
features of their own immediate environment 
and how environments might vary from one 
another. 

Pupils should develop knowledge about their 
locality. 
 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork  
 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills 
to study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment. 
 

Use a simple map to move around school, use 
directional language. 
 

Draw basic maps, including appropriate symbols 
and pictures to represent Hemsworth or simple 
routes (walk) around Hemsworth. 
 
Use photographs and maps to identify features of 
Hemsworth or Wakefield. Pupils should begin to 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the 
world. They should understand basic subject-
specific vocabulary begin to use geographical 
skills, to enhance their locational awareness.  
 
Locational Knowledge 
Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents 
and five oceans. 
 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork  
Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify continents and oceans studied at this 
key stage. 
 
Human and Physical Geography  

Pupils should develop knowledge about the 
world. They should understand basic 
subject-specific vocabulary relating to 
human and physical geography to enhance 
their locational awareness.  
 
Locational Knowledge 
Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the 
UK (Hemsworth) and a contrasting non-
European country (Australia). 
 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork  
Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify countries (England) and continents 
(Australia, Europe). 
 



use geographical skills, including first-hand 
observation, to enhance their locational 
awareness. 
 
 
 
Human and Physical Geography  
 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
◊ key physical features, including season, 
weather 
◊ key human features, including city, town, 
house, shop, school, village, office, factory, farm  
 
 

 
 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
key physical features, including: land, sea, 
ocean. 
 
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork  
Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify continents and oceans.  
 

Human and Physical Geography  
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer 
to: key physical features, key human 
features,  
 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork use world 
maps, atlases and globes to identify the 
countries, continents and oceans studied.  

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary 

season, weather, city, town, house, shop, school, 
village, office, factory, farm, Hemsworth, 
Wakeield 

Continent, Asia, Africa, Antarctica, South 
America, North America, Europe, Australia, 
ocean, Arctic Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian 
Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Southern Ocean 

Hemsworth, Australia, England, Continent, 
Asia, Africa, Antarctica, South America, 
North America, Europe, Australia, ocean, 
Arctic Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, 
Pacific Ocean, Southern Ocean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 2 
 

Geographical map skills for Year 2: 
 
Year 2: Using maps 
Follow a route on a map 
Use simple compass directions (North, South, East, West) to describe the location of features and routes on maps.  
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features 
 
Year 2: Map knowledge 
Use world maps to identify the UK in its position in the world. 
Locate on a globe and world map the hot and cold areas of the world including the Equator and the North and South Poles 
 
Year 2: Making maps 
Draw or make a map of real place (e.g. add detail to a sketch map from aerial photograph) 
Use and construct basic symbols in a key.  
 
 

Y2 Autumn Term 
Wondrous World  

Focus: Locating the Equator, North and South 
Pole  

                     Y2 Spring Term 
You’re Great Britain  

Focus: Four countries in the UK, capital cities 

Y2 Summer Term 
Oh we do like to be beside the seaside! 

Focus: Bridlington  

Pupils should develop knowledge about the 
world.  
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns 
in the United Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South Poles.  
 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork  
Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the equator, North and South Pole. 
 
Human and physical Geography  
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
key physical features, key human features. 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the 
United Kingdom. They should understand 
basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to 
human and physical geography and begin to 
use geographical skills to enhance their 
locational awareness.  
 
Locational Knowledge  
Name, locate and identify characteristics of 
the four countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its surrounding seas.  
 
Human and Physical Geography  

Pupils should develop knowledge about the 
world and their locality. They should 
understand basic subject-specific 
vocabulary relating to human and physical 
geography and begin to use geographical 
skills, including first-hand observation, to 
enhance their locational awareness.  
 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork  
Use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills. 
 
Use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East, West). 



 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
(link to the 3 peaks)  
key physical features, forest, hill, mountain, 
river, soil, valley, vegetation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features.  
 
Human and Physical Geography - Use 
appropriate basic geographical vocabulary 
to describe their own location and that of a 
contrasting location (Bridlington) including: 
beach, cliff, coast, sea, ocean, river, season 
and weather, and key human features, 
including: town, village, factory, farm, house, 
port, harbour and shop 
 
Be able to compare their local area to a 
contrasting location in the UK. 

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary 

world, season, weather, Autumn, Winter, Spring, 
Summer, hot, cold, climate, North Pole, South 
Pole, Equator.  

 
 
 

England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, London, 
Dublin, Edinburgh, Cardiff, Three peaks, Ben 
Nevis, Scaffell Pike, Mount Snowdon, forest, 
hill, mountain, river, soil, valley, vegetation 

North, South, East, West, Bridlington, 
seaside, Hemsworth, beach, cliff, coast, sea, 
ocean, river, season and weather, and key 
human features, including: town, village, 
factory, farm, house, port, harbour and shop 

 

  



Year 3 

Geographical map skills for Year 3: 
 
Using maps  
Follow a route on a map with some accuracy 
Locate places using a range of maps including OS & digital 
Begin to match boundaries (e.g. find same boundary of a country on different scale maps) 
Use 8 points of a compass, and letter/number co-ordinates to identify features on a map 
 
Map knowledge 
Locate the UK on a variety of different scale maps 
Name & locate the counties and cities of the UK 
 
Making maps 
Try to make a map of a short route experiences, with features in current order 
Create a simple scale drawing 
Use standard symbols, and understand the importance of a key 
 
 

 
Y3 Autumn Term 

Wonderful Weather  
Focus: Climates and weather around the world 

 

                       Y3 Spring Term 
Watch out, we’re about!  

Focus: Our Local Area  

Y3 Summer Term 
Food Glorious Food! 

Focus: Where does food come from?  

Pupils should develop their knowledge of 
climates and weather around the world using 
subject specific vocabulary.  
 
Locational Knowledge  
Identify the position of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night). 
 

Pupils should develop their knowledge of 
types of settlement, land use and economic 
activity of Hemsworth and surrounding 
areas.  
 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork  
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record 
and present the human and physical features 
in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies. 
 

Pupils should develop their knowledge of 
human geography across Europe focusing on 
distribution of natural resources.  
 
Locational Knowledge  
Locate the world’s countries using maps to 
focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia).  
Human and physical geography  
Describe and understand key aspects of: 
human geography, including: the distribution 



Human and Physical Geography 
Describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography including: climate zones. 
 
Geographical Skills  
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate and describe features 
studied.  
 

Use maps and digital/computer mapping to 
locate own location and describe features 
studied.  
 
Use the eight points of a compass, four and 
six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their knowledge of their own 
location. 
 
 
Human and Physical Geography 
Describe and understand key aspects of: 
physical geography and human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity.  
 
 

of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary 

latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones, day, night 

 
 
 
 
 

Hemsworth, Wakefield, compass, North, 
South, East, West, rural, urban, isolated, 
hamlet, village, small town, large town, city, 
metropolis,  dispersed, linear, nucleated 

Europe, England, France, Italy, Spain, 
Germany, Portugal, Sweden, Norway, Russia, 
Finland, Hungary, Ireland, Iceland, Russia,, 
Poland, Czech Republic, Latvia, Belarus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Year 4 

Geographical map skills for Year 4: 
 
Using maps  
Follow a route on a large scale map 
Locate places on a range of maps (variety of scales) 
Identify features on an aerial photograph, digital or computer map 
Begin to use 8 figure compass and four figure grid references to identify features on a map 
 
Map knowledge 
Locate Europe on a large scale map or globe, 
Name and locate countries in Europe (including Russia) and their capitals cities 
 
Making maps 
Recognise and use OS map symbols, including completion of a key and understanding why it is important 
Draw a sketch map from a high viewpoint 
 
 

                      Y4 Autumn Term 
Fantastic France 

Focus: Extending knowledge into Europe 

Y4 Spring Term 
Wonderful Water 

Focus: Rivers  

Y4 Summer Term 
North America   

Focus: Comparing environmental regions  
Pupils should extend their knowledge and 
understanding beyond the local area to include 
Europe. 
 
Locational Knowledge 
Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 
on Europe, concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities. 
 
Human and Physical Geography 
Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country. 

Pupils should develop their understanding of 
Rivers, Mountains and the water cycle.  
 
Human and Physical Geography  
Describe and understand key aspects of:  
physical geography, including: rivers, 
mountains and the water cycle. 
human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links. 
 
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork  
Use the eight points of a compass, four and 
six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps). 

Pupils should extend their knowledge and 
understanding beyond the local area to study 
contrasting areas of North America.  
 
Locational Knowledge 
Locate the world’s countries, using maps 
concentrating on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities. 
 
Place Knowledge 
Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography. 
 



 
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork  
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied.  

 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate river 
features studied. 
 

Geographical Skills  
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate places within North America 
and describe features studied.  
 
Use four and six-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their knowledge of the wider 
world.  
 

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary 

Europe, England, France, Italy, Spain, 
Germany, Portugal, Sweden, Norway, Russia, 
Finland, Hungary, Ireland, Iceland, Russia,, 
Poland, Czech Republic, Latvia, Belarus 
London, Paris, Rome, Reykjavik, Dublin, Lisbon, 
Madrid, Brussels, Amsterdam, Berlin, 
Stockholm, Warsaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

rivers, mountains, the water cycle, bank, 
basin, bed, canal, current, confluence, delta, 
downstream, erosion, estuary, fresh water, 
meander, mouth, salt water, source, stream, 
tidal river, tributary, upstream, watershed, 
precipitation, runoff, sea, wind, evaporation, 
condensation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USA, Canada, Mexico, Central America, 
Caribbean  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 5 

Geographical map skills for Year 5: 
 
Using maps 
Compare maps with aerial photographs 
Select a map for a specific purpose 
Begin to use atlases to find out other information (e.g. temperature) 
Find and recognise places on maps of different scales 
 
Map knowledge 
Locate the world’s countries, focus on North & South America 
Identify the position and significance of lines of longitude & latitude 
 
Making maps 
Draw a variety of thematic maps based on their own data 
Draw a sketch map using symbols and a key  
 

Y5 Autumn Term 
South America and the Rainforest 

 
Focus: The importance of the rainforest 

 
Y5 Spring Term 

Planet Earth 
Focus: The Earth’s Biomes, Climate Change 

and Pollution 
 

Y5 Summer Term 
The Angry Earth 

Focus: Volcanoes and Earthquakes 

Pupils should extend their knowledge and 
understanding beyond the local area to include 
South America. 
 

Locational Knowledge  
Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 
on South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics. 
 
Place Knowledge  
Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 

Pupils should identify climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts and the impact on climate 
change and pollution.  
 
Locational Knowledge  
Identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle.  
 
Human and Physical Geography 
Describe and understand key aspects of:  

Pupils should develop their knowledge of natural 
disasters and enhance their locational and place 
knowledge of where these occur.  
 
Human and Physical Geography 
Describe and understand key aspects of:  
physical geography, including: volcanoes and 
earthquakes. 
human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use around these locations.  
 
Geographical Skills  



physical geography of a region within South 
America. (Amazonian Rainforest).  
 
Human and Physical Geography 
Describe and understand key aspects of:  
physical geography, including: climate zones, 
rivers. (introduce biomes in preparation for next 
unit) human geography, including: economic 
activity.   

physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts.  
 
Geographical Skills  
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied.   

 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate volcanoes and earthquakes 
studied. 
 

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary 

Canopy, rainforest, tropical, climate, habitat, 
endangered, environment, extinct, forest, 
deforestation, conservation, eco system, 
temperature, leafy, humid, climate zone, 
biomes, alpine, desert, deciduous forest, 
chaparral  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle. Vegetation belt, biomes, 
alpine, desert, deciduous forest, chaparral, 
savanna, taiga, tundra, desert scrub, 
grassland, wasteland, pollution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Volcano, fault, mantle, ring of fire, active, 
crust, core, sill, lava, dormant, vent, conduit, 
eruption, magma, crater, ash, earthquake, 
Mercalli scale, Richter scale, seismic wave, 
tsunami, crust, epicentre, magnitude, mantle, 
tectonic plates, tremor, rubble, disaster, 
destruction, emergency 



Year 6 

Geographical map skills for Year 6: 
Using maps 
Follow a short route on a OS map 
Describe the features shown on an OS map 
Use atlases to find out data about other places 
Use 8 figure compass and 6 figure grid reference accurately 
Use lines of longitude and latitude on maps 
 
Map knowledge 
Locate the world’s countries on a variety of maps, including the areas studied throughout the Key Stages 
 
Making maps 
Draw plans of increasing complexity 
Begin to use and recognise atlas symbols 
 

Y6 Autumn Term 
 Out of Africa 

Focus: Comparing geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography 

Y6 Spring Term 
Investigating Coasts 

Focus: Identifying key topographical features 

Pupils should compare locations within Africa focusing on the key 
similarities and differences of physical and human geography.  
 
Human and Physical Geography 
Describe and understand key aspects of:  
physical geography, including: climate zones, rivers, mountains  
human geography, including: types of settlement and land use. 
 
Locational Knowledge  
Locate the world’s countries, using maps concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities. 
 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork  
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
Africa and describe features studied.  

Pupils should further develop their fieldwork skills in order to identify 
key topographical features.  
 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork  
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 
physical features using a range of methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate and 
describe features studied. 
 
Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United Kingdom.   
 
Locational Knowledge  



 
Use four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the 
use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the wider 
world. 
 
 

Name and locate counties, cities of the United Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (focusing on coast, rivers and mountains), and 
land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time.   

Vocabulary Vocabulary 

Africa, Seychelles, Algeria, South Africa, Morocco, Nigeria, Kenya, 
River Nile, Lake Victoria, Savannah Desert, climate zones, rivers, 

mountains, settlement, land use, city, farm, rural, village, beach, coast, 
shop, hotel 

 
 
 
 
 

Topography, topographical map, coast, mountain, river, lake, valley, 
road, dam, cities, compass, North, South, East, West, North East, 
North West, South East, South West 

Mini Leaders  
 The Mini Leaders will conduct pupil voice surveys regarding geography provision.  
 The Mini leaders will be used to help plan theme days/weeks e.g. One World Week. 
 The Mini leaders will participate in whole school or phase assemblies with Geography Leader. 

 


